MONTREAL LAKE CREE NATION
P.O Box 210 Montreal Lake, SK SOJ-1Y0
Ph: (306) 663-5349  Fax: (306) 663-5188

November 14, 2024

Attention:  Membership of the Montreal Lake Cree Nation

Re: Montreal Lake Cree Nation Agricultural Benefits Claim
AKA “Cows and Plows” Claim

The Chief and Council of the Montreal Lake Cree Nation (“MLCN?”) are pleased to provide
the following update to the community regarding our Agricultural Benefits Claim. As a
reminder to the membership, this claim involves an allegation that the Crown failed to
provide certain agricultural benefits owed to us under the terms of Treaty No. 6, including
tools, seed, livestock, farming equipment, etc., that was supposed to be supplied to help
facilitate a transition to an agricultural way of life or, at the very least, enhance an
agricultural way of life.

The Nation, through its consultants and legal counsel, have had to go through a number
of steps in order for this claim to make its way to Canada’s Specific Claims Branch. These
steps are as follows:

» Commission a researcher to undertake research pertaining to the claim. Derek
Whitehouse-Strong was hired as the Nation’s researcher. The research was
completed in October 2022.

» Legal counsel reviews the research to determine if it supports a lawful obligation
on the part of Canada. This was completed in October 2022.

» Legal counsel drafts a Declaration of Claim. This was completed in December
2022.

» Documents were reviewed by the Land Claims Committee and the Chief and
Council and approved for submission to Canada. This was completed in January
2023.

The Specific Claims Branch was created to provide a way to deal with past wrongs against
First Nations and resolve disputes outside of the court system. The Specific Claims
Branch has a process and timelines that they follow whenever a Nation files a claim.
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These timelines are as follows:

>

Canada undertakes an early or preliminary review of the claim that was filed to
determine if it meets the minimum standards established by the Specific Claims
Tribunal Act and Specific Claims Policy and Process Guide. This was completed
on July 18, 2023.

This triggers Canada’s Assessment Period. During this period, Canada could take
up to three (3) years to review the research and submission and assess whether
the claim is considered valid and can be accepted for negotiation. This assessment
remains ongoing but we have been advised that it is near completion.

Once the Nation receives notice that the claim is considered valid, the Nation will
be invited to enter into negotiations with Canada. In this case, the Nation is
anticipating accelerated negotiations that will allow the Nation to settle the claim
much faster than anticipated (by the end of 2025 rather than by the end of 2027).
The Nation awaits this letter from Canada but is advised that it will be sent any day
now.

We wish to advise our membership that while we wait for these important government
timelines to play out, we have been actively working on aspects of the claim, in
anticipation of settlement discussions. Here are some of the things we have been doing
to ready ourselves:

>

Our Nation created a new committee known as the Agricultural Benefits Settlement
Planning Committee, on or about May 4, 2024. The Committee Members, mainly
comprised of members of the Land Claims Committee, were appointed on May 15,
2024. They are tasked with making recommendations to the Chief and Council
regarding settlement matters.

Our Nation appointed one of our own, Irma Murdock, as lead negotiator for the
claim on or about May 15, 2024. Mrs. Murdock is a familiar face to our people and
has extensive negotiation experience.

The Nation has appointed a Negotiation Team that will work alongside Irma
Murdock and Dawn Cheecham, legal counsel, when negotiations begin. An official
BCR will be provided to Canada when negotiations begin, naming the negotiation
team members.

The Agricultural Benefits Settlement Planning Committee conducted interviews to
select the appropriate financial advisor and trust company for the claim.
Recommendations were made to the Chief and Council on or about September 9,
2024.

On or about October 10, 2024, the Chief and Council chose FNB Trust, the trust
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division of First Nations Bank of Canada, as their financial advisor and trust
company for the claim.

> Plans are underway to begin trust development discussions with FNB Trust in
November and December.

All of this background work has been completed in an effort to be ready when Canada
invites us to negotiate, so as to not cause any delays for our membership. We understand
that the membership is eager to see this claim move forward, especially when we see our
neighbors settling their claims. Please understand that other Nations were further ahead
in the process and that is why they are settling sooner than us. We are at the whim of
Canada when it comes to their timelines, but being ready is something within our control.

Once any correspondence is received from Canada, we will be sure to share it with the
membership, in an effort to keep this process open and transparent. All information that
is shared must remain confidential and should not be circulated to non-band members.
That being said, the Chief and Council are aware of certain misinformation that has been
circulating regarding the claim. Please note that:

> No money has flowed to the Nation in settlement of this claim. Canada will not
settle a claim of this nature without the direct input and consent of the membership.
Consent is obtained through a vote.

» Once negotiations begin, a small amount of money can be applied for, which can
help fund the consultations with the membership, pay legal fees, negotiate a
settlement, and conduct a ratification vote, when we are ready.

> When negotiations begin, the Nation will be seeking the advice and input of the
membership regarding what to do with the settlement funds. \We take your direction
seriously.

What can members do in the meantime? There are a number of things the membership
can do in the interim to ready themselves for this process:

> Please ensure that your children are registered with the Nation so that they can
benefit from the eventual settlement proceeds that are to flow to the Nation. Our
membership clerk, Judy Bird, and her assistants, will be available to assist with
this process. She can be reached at the band office at 306-663-5349 or at
wchc.jbird@sasktel.net;

> Send your updated contact information to Judy Bird such that we can be ready to
share details of the claim with you as information becomes available. Please
provide your full name and status card number when contacting her,;
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> Ensure you have proper valid government IDs and status cards that will enable
you to open up a bank account and apply for per capita distributions if you have
not already done so;

> Members are encouraged to download the “Montreal Lake Cree Nation” app on
their smartphones to get important updates regarding the claim; and

> Open a bank account at any financial institution if you have not already done so.
At some point in the future, FNB Trust will arrange for representatives from FNBC
to travel to the community to assist with bank account openings. Stay tuned for
announcements.

We will continue to update the membership as new information becomes available and,
of course, to discuss next steps.

Sincerely and Respectfully,

\. L Lt l \’r IVE Y k’\ s Ll \ _,\
Chief Jo;!ce Naﬁowhow-Mcleod




